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or overseers of the royal forests and chases, exercised an inhuman tyranny
in the country, putting to death, or maiming upon the spot, anyone who
had killed or maimed a wild beast or any game, whatever loss the farmers
sustained by the deer in their harvest or gardens; and these foresters,
upon the slightest suspicion, put whomever they pleased to the water-
ordeal trial, which, notwithstanding the prohibitions of the church, remained
still in frequent use among these officers of the crown, who immediately
put to death whoever was cast by that trial. A company of these rangers
had, upon a slight occasion, laid hands on a clerk and condemned him in
a considerable sum of money. St Hugh, after due summons and a triple
citation, excommunicated the head of them. This action King Henry
took very ill. However, he dissembled his resentment and soon after, by
a messenger and letters, requested of him a prebend, then vacant in the
diocese of Lincoln, in favour of one of his courtiers. St Hugh, having
read the petition, returned this answer by the messenger: " These places
are to be conferred upon clerks, not upon courtiers; nor does the king
want means to reward his servants." Neither could the bishop be prevailed
upon, at the king's request, to absolve the ranger till he acknowledged his
crime with signs of repentance. Hereupon his majesty sent for the bishop
and summing up the favours he had done him, upbraided him with in-
gratitude and complained bitterly of the treatment he had received. The
bishop, no ways troubled or daunted, with a grave and sweet countenance
demonstrated to him how, in the whole affair he had had a regard purely
to the service of God and to the salvation of his majesty's soul, which
incurred manifest danger if oppressors of the church were protected or
ecclesiastical benefices rashly conferred on unworthy persons. The king
was so moved by his discourse as to remain perfectly satisfied. The ranger
showed himself penitent, and was absolved by the bishop in the usual form,
in a public manner, and by his exhortation appeared truly reformed, and
from that time became the saint's most steady friend. It was a custom
for the clergy to present yearly a precious mantle to the king at the charge
of the people, for which they made a large collection and retained the over-
plus for their own use. This St Hugh abolished, and obtained of the king
a renunciation of the present. Punishments in the ecclesiastical court,
consisting chiefly in pecuniary mulcts which the rich little regarded,
St Hugh changed them into other chastisements which carried with them
marks of infamy. St Hugh finished the building of his cathedral. Henry II
died in 1189, after a reign of thirty-four years.

Hugh, with the same liberty, exhorted King Richard I to shun in-
continence and all oppression of his subjects, and defended the immunities
of the church in his reign, and in that of King John, who came to the
crowii In 1199. St Hugh was sent ambassador by this latter into France,
to King Philip Augustus, to conclude a peace between the two crowns,